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DANIEL ji. 11. 


And he changeth the Times and the 
1185 Seaſons. 


THIS Book of Daniel has ever been 
eſteem'd an ineſtimable Treaſure to 
the Church and People of Gov. 
'Tis partly Hiſtorical, and partly Pro- 
pbhetical; and all exceedingly enter- 
taining and uſeful, to thoſe that ſtudy it with an 
humble attentive Mind. | 
Tus hiſtorical part of it is very moving and 
inſtructive; many yourg and tender Spirits have 
received early Impreſſions of Religion from it 
and many alſo in their after Lives have been form- 
ed to great Conſtancy and Firmneſs in the Ways 
and Worſhip of Gop, by conſidering the un- 
daunted fleady Piety and Devotion of Daniel and 
his three Companions. 
Taz prophetical part has employed many learn- 
ed and inquiſitive minds, ſo as to afford great Im- 
provement to themſelves; tho' they have not been 
able to give full Satisfaction to others, in explain- 
ing the things foretold, and fixing the Times of 
their Accompliſhment. The Uncertainty which 
there is, about the particular Meaning of theſe 
OO be 0 Az. Prophe- 
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4 The Change of Times conſidered 
Prophecies, muſt not, however, be imputed- to 


5 


the Ambiguity or Obſcurity of the Prophecies 
themſelves; but to the. great Uncertainty of hu- 


man Hiſtories and Chronologies, by which the Com- 
putation is made both of the Times and King- 


doms here deſcribed. That which is moſt impor- 
tant and comfortable to us, is moiſt plain; and in 
this, all Interpreters agree, that while other Kings 
and Empires periſh'd, the Mefiah ſhould be King 


of an everlaſting Kingdom; the Foundation of 


which ſhould be laid upon the Redemption pur- 
chas'd by his Death. (Of which Kingdom you have 
lately had an Account.) The prefixed Time of 
the Mefſiah's being cut off, was more clearly re- 
vealed to Daniel, than to any other Prophet. He 
ſaw the Accompliſhment of all the ancient Types 
and Ceremonies, the Aboliſhment of them as to 
their further Uſe, and ſetring up the Service and 
Worſhip of God in Spirit and in Truth. He alſo 
foretold the Meſſiab's exerciſing his Dominion, by 
puniſhing, the Fewi/ Nation, and by delivering 
and ſaving his own People; with the winding up 
of a at laſt, in the Reſurrection of them that ſeep 
in the Duſt, their final Judgment, and the. glori- 
ous State of thoſe that turn many to Righteou/: 
ne /F. | 3 
a is with an Eyc both to the hiſtorical and'pro- 
pherical Parts of this Book, rhat God is repreſent- 
ed in the Words of our Text, as Changing the Times 
and the Seaſons. Upon what happened in the 
Caſe of Daniel and his Companions, and alſo up- 
on a Diſcovery of Nebuchadnezzar's Dream, and 
the Meaning of it, the Prophet bleſſeth the Gop 
of Heaven in ſuch Words as theſe: Bleſſed be the 
Name of Gop for ever and ever, for Wiſdom and 
Might are his, and he changeth the Times and the Sea- 


ſons: He removeth Kings, and he ſetteth up Kings: 


He giveth Wiſdom unto the wiſe, and Knowledge 10 
them that know Underſtanding : he revealeth the s 
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and ſecret ble "He knowerh what. is in the. 


Darkneſs, and the Light dwelleth with him. 

Wx have here a Deſcriprion of the governing 
Perfections of Gop; and alfo of the actual Exer- 
ciſe of them, with Regard to Seaſons, and Per- 
ſons, and all human Affairs. His rectoral Perfe- 
ctions here mentioned ate theſe; Niſdom and Om- 
niſcience; Might or Omnipotence; Wiſdom and 
Might are his. Omnipreſence alſo is intimated, in 
his being not only with Kings on the Throne, but 
in ſecret Places; and his Holineſs ot perfect Re- 
ctitude of Nature, with the Righteouſneſs of all 
his Ways, may be fignified by Light dwelling with 
him; as it alſo ſignifies a clear and full diſcerning 
of all things. Thefe Perfections of God are ex- 
erciſed in the Government of this World various. 
Ways: Namely, in changing the Times and the Sea- 
ſens ;' in ordering the Stations and Conditions of 


Men, He removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings; 


in guiding and enlightening Hearts and Spirits, 
He giveth Wiſdom to the wiſe, and Knowledge to 
them that know Underſtanding; and then, ig the 
Diſpoſal of all Affairs, He bringeth to light Things 
deep and ſecret, either for the Accompliſhment, 
or Diſappointment of them, as he ſees beſt. _ 

IN this Order we might very profitably enlarge 
on the whole Form of Thankſgiving here before 
us. But 1 have choſen one ingle Sentence princi- 
pally to fix our Thoughts upon, and ſhall only 
take Notice of the other Things here mentioned 
as they may ſerve to explain, and to give us a more 


extenſive and uſeful View of theſe Words: He 


changeth the Times and the Seaſons. 


Is true, indeed, the whole Doctrine of a Di- 
vine Providence is implied and included in this 
ſhort Sentence. Taking the Word ¶ Times] in a 
reg Senſe; and the Word [| Seaſons] in a more 
imited Senſe, for the Opportunities allotted to the 
ſeyeral Works and Enjoyments of Life, there is 


nothing 
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nothing which befalls Men, or that is to be per- 
formed and done by them, but might be ſet to 
View in giving an Account of Go p's changing 
the Times and Seaſons. All thoſe Times enume- 


rated by Solomon in the 34 Chapter of his Eccleſi· 


405 might properly be enlarged on. Where the 
everal Seaſons are mentioned, that ſerve for pro- 
ducing Things Natural, and thoſe that ſerve for 
contingent and voluntary Actions Thoſe Seaſons 
alſo that affect whole Families and Kingdoms might 
be conſidered, as they are there pointed at; with 
the Time of Life, and Death to particular Perſons, 
and all the intervening Changes to which Men 


are expoſed. | 


Bur I ſhall content my ſelf at preſent in conſi- 
dering only ſuch Changes, as the Context and the 
Hiſtory of Daniel ſet before us. There are ſeve- 
ral Things obſervable in this Propher's own. Life, 
to which, without Doubt, he had a Regard when 
he is bleſſing and adoring the great Diſpoſer of all 
Things. Tho' tis evident (as was hinted before) 
that the Change of Times and Seaſons has a Re- 
ference to the Kingdoms of the Earth, which 


ſhould be et up and be overthrows ſucceſſively, ac- 


cording to the Interpretation of Nebauchadnezzar's 


Dream. The Prophet then foreſaw the Times 


that ſhould paſs over Men, by Reaſon of ſuch Re- 
volutions, and bleſſeth Go as the great Ruler 
of them. We may therefore conſider the Words 

in both theſe Views. | 


1. As they refer to the Life and Circumſtances of ö 
the Prophet in particular. _ 1 
2. As they refer to States and Kingdoms in ge- 


THE APPLICATION will be made as we go 
along. | tr 
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With Reſpeft to the Life of DANIEL. 7 


1. LET us conſider in what Inſtances Gop 
changeth the Times, as they refer to the Pro- 
phet's particular Circumſtances, and the Turns in bis 
0WNn Life. 5 

He was taken from his native Country and Poſ- 
ſeſſions in Judæa, and was carried away ; 

a Captive to Babylon. In his Captivity „ 7 8 | 
he was choſen, with three of his Com- = 
panions, to be inſtructed in the Learning and Lan- 
guage of the Chaldæans. By this Means „ | | 
they were to be prepared for the King's ; 
Preſence, and for publick Service. Three Years 
were ſpent in ſtudying the Chaldee Lan- _ 
guage, and other Things neceſſary to fit 
them for the Babylonian Court. During theſe 
Studies, Daniel was ordered a daily Proviſion of 
the King's Meat; but he choſe Pulſe to v. 5. 
eat, and Water to drink. This Choice v. 12. 
he made, not only becauſe the Babylonians did eat 
ſuch Things as were forbidden to the Jews; but 
that he might ſuit himſelf to his preſent Conditi- 
on, as a Captive, and in a State of Afiction; and 
alſo, that he might ſhew how intirely his Hope 
and Confidence was in G op. | 

Ar the Time appointed for Daniel's being 
brought into the King's Preſence, the State-Ot- 
ficer, to whom ſuch Services belonged, intro- 
duced him and his Companions to Nebu- „ 8. 
chadne zar. Upon the King's firſt com- 
muning with them, they were greatly eſtcemed 
by him: And *tis added, that in all Mat- v. 19. 
ters of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, about V. 20. 
which the King enquired, he found them ten Times 
better than all the Magicians and Aſtrologers that 
were in all his Realm. 

No ſooner was Daniel brought into this Favour 
with the King, but a very ſtrange and trying 
Thing happened, that might have proved his De- 
ſtruction, as well as the Death of all the Wiſe- 

1 3 2 Men 


8 The Change of Times conſidered 


Cb. ii, Men of Babylon. The King was impreſ d 


in ſo extraordinary a Manner by a Dream, 


e. that he could not turn his Thoughts 


from it; and yet he could not recover it, ſo as to 


give any diſtinct Account of it. His Spirit was 


troubled to that Degree, he could have no Reſt 


till it was found out. In the Height of 

3: this Uneaſineſs he threatens the Chalde- 

7 Wiſe-Men to cut them in Pieces, and 
ZH to make their Houſes @ Dungbill, if they 
did not tell him his Dream, with the Inter- 
pretation of it. This at the firſt reading, or re- 
citing, appears a moſt unreaſonable Demand; but 
if you obſerve Nebachadnezzar's ſtating the Mat- 
ter after ward, you will readily fall in with it. He 
tells his pretended Miſe-Men, that they prepared 
| tying and corrupt Words before him; and 
they might give lying and falſe Interpre- 
tations of his Dream, ſhould it be told them 
with all its Circumſtances; but let them ſhew the 
Dream it ſelf, and then he ſhould depend upon 
their Wiſdom and Knowledge truly to interpret it. 
The Matter being thus ſtated, we can't but allow, 
he judg'd right. That Wiſdom and ee 
which could certainly diſcover the Meaning of a 
rophetick Viſion, could alſo diſcover the Viſion it 
ſelf. The Wiſe-Men tell him, that none but 
the Gods, whoſe dwelling is not with Fleſh, 
could poſſibly come up to what the 
v. 12. King required. At ſuch a Reply. Nebu- 
chadnezzar's. Anger was raiſed to Fury, 
and he commanded that they ſhould all 
v. 16. be deſtroyed. In this dangerous Caſe, 
Daniel interpoſes; deſires Time, and that the 
Deſtruction of the Wiſe- Men might be ſtayed for 
a while: Then he goes and calls together his 
SEP Friends, who join with him in deſiring: 
17 ig. Mercies of the God of Heaven concerning 
1 this Secret, and preſently the Secret is 
revealed to him. Tux 
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With Reſpet to the Life of DANIEL. 9 


THEN Daniel bleſſed the Go p of Heaven, and 
ſaid (among other Things) he changeth the Times 
and the Seaſons. An immediate and very great 
Change there was, upon this Diſcovery : The 
King was appeaſed, the ſhedding of Blood pre- 
vented, and Daxiel was promoted to be Ruler 
over the whole Province of Babylon. 

AFTER this the Fews were expoſed to 
the Severity of perſecuting Laws. do- Ch. iii. 
latrous Edicts were made, and Conſpi- | 
racies were formed to take away the Life of the 
Prophet, and his three Sompanions. When Ne- 
buchadnezzZar was driven from his Throne, and 
lived wild amongſt the Beaſts of the Field, Da- 
niel ſeems to have made no Appearance inpublick, 
but to have ſpent thoſe ſeven Years in Retire- 
ment: For there is not the leaſt Mention of any 
Thing concerning him, amongſt thoſe who had 
the Adminiſtration of pyblick Affairs, during the 


v. 48. 


Baniſhment of Nebuchadnezzar. He was laid by, 


alſo, all the Reign of Evil- Merodach; no Notice 
being taken of him, after the Reſtoration of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, till the Time of Belſbaæzar the Son 
of Evil Merodach; at the end of whoſe Reign 
Daniel was again called to Court, and Ch. v. ver. 
made the third Ruler under the King. 29. 
Uron Darias's coming to the Throne, Cn _ 
an Hundred and twenty Princes were ſet © 
over the whole Kingdom, and Daniel „er. , 2. 
was made chief Preſident over thole 2 T3 
Princes. This rendered him an Object of their 
Envy to ſuch a Degree, that they con- 
trive to procure a Law that might take 
away his Life. In the Matters of his 12. 
Gop, they ſoon find an Opportunity ro ,, 
acouſe him; and upon their Accuſation a 


V. 7. 8. 


he is condemn'd, and caſt into the Lions 1s. 
Den But there his God preſerved him, 
and afterwards raiſed m_ to freſh Ho- 
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io The Change of Times conſidered 


nours ; upon which his Accuſers with 
their Families, were caſt to the Lions. 
Such Changes of Times and Scaſons were there, 
in the Life of this good Man. 


From this brief Abſtract of the Hiſtory of this 
Propher, and his perſonal Circumſtances, it ap- 
ears, | 
, 1. THar there are times of Settlement, and times 
alſo of being in an unſettled State, and both under 
the Direction of a ſuperintending Providence. 

TE time of Daniel and the Jews continuing 
in their own Land was determinately fixed; and 
the Seaſon when they ſhould be removed, was fore- 
told by their Prophets. The Days of their Cap- 
tivity alſo in Babylon were number'd, and their ſo- 
journing there, was by the Order of Heaven. King 
Nebuchadnezzar was taught by one of the moſt 
exemplary and amazing Judgments that ever fell 
upon Man, to own the Diſpoſals and Dominion 
of Gop in eſtabliſhing and ſettling Men, or un- 
ſettling them, and driving them from the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of every thing. = 25 

IN like manner, all Men upon the Face of the whole 
Earth, are ſaid to have the Bounds of their Habi- 
tation fixed by God. Acts xvi. 26. 

Tris ſhould reach us to own Gop, and beg 
his Direction in all our Sezzlements ; that our 
Thoughts and Contrivances may fall in with the 


v. 24. 


Deſigns of Heaven, and that we may not expoſe 


ourſelves to continual Trouble and Diſappoint- 
ment, by propoſing to ſettle things for ourſelves 
otherwiſe than Go p would have them. 

Wx ſhould alſo learn, not to promiſe ourſelves 
too much from the Continuance of any Settlement 
upon Earth. Thoſe who are in the midſt of all 
the Comforts of Life, may ſoon be thrown into 
an unſettled State; their Bleſſings may be ſuddenly 
removed, or they call'd away from them before 
they are aware. | On 
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With Regard to particular Perſons. 11 


O the other hand, ſuch as are driven from 
Houſe and Home in one Part of the World, may 
find Friends, and meet with great Advantages in 
other Places, as Daniel did. The ſolitary may be 
ſet in Families, and the, Strangers and Sojourners 
ſed to a ſafe and quiet Habitation. But then they 
muſt remember in all this, that the et High 
doth according to bis Will, among the Inhabitants 
of the Earth, as well as in marſhalling the Army 
of Heaven. He orders the Places and Situations 
of his Creatures in both Worlds, and gives Law 
to all their Actions. 


2. From the Hiſtory before us, we are led to 
obſerve, that there are times of Dz/cipline and Pre- 
paration for Service; and there are alſo times of 


Employment, when Men are actually call'd 20 4% 


the Talents with which they are endued ; and both 


theſe are of Gop. 


DANIEL and his Friends muſt have their Years 
of private private Inſtruction, before they are cal- 
led to appear in publick. And after they had act- 
ed for a while in their ft Stations, they are a- 
gain caſt into Retirement, and by the wife Methods 
of Heaven are form'd for new Service, to which 
Go waspleas'd to call them. When Providence 
deſigns a Perſon for any eminent Uſefulneſs, it alſo 


appoints thoſe preparatory Steps, that ſhall furniſh 


for it, and pave the Way to it. The Lives of 
Joſeph, and Moſes, and David, and others in the 
lacred Records, give us full Proof of this. And in- 
deed, common Pie itſelf, and daily Obſervation, 
ſhews, that the Times and Circumſtances of Men's 
being prepar'd for Buſineſs, as well as of their act- 
ing in it, and following it, are under the Direction 
of a ſuperintending Providence. 


This ſhould teach us patientlyto go through the 


Seaſons appointed, for inſtructing and forming 
our Minds to any uſeful Station and Employment 
B 2 in 
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12 The Change of Times conſidered 


in Life. And all the Seaſons of Diſcipline, in 


God's ng off from the Purſuits of this and 


the other Affair, by Diſappointments and Aficti- 
ons, ought to be carefully improved. We thould 
make the beſt of ſuch Times, by laying in a Stock 


of Knowledge, or gathering up our Experiences of 


things; and eſpecially acquainting ourſelves with 
Gob, and learning to honour him, and to know 
our Dependance upon him, and to commit our- 
{elves and Affairs to him. 

_ A6alN, when Men are put into uſeful Stations, it 
is their Duty to act in them ſo, as to ſerve the 
Purpoſes of Go p's Glory, and the Good of thoſe 
about them, to the utmoſt of their Power. In 
every Buſineſs of Life, the Providence of Gop 
ſhould be obſerv'd in all the preparatory Steps 
that lead to itz and then giving Opportunity and 
Ability to purſue it; and in all, Men ſhould en- 
deavour to ſuit themſelves to the Deſigns of Hea- 
ven; to be juſt, and merciful, and diligent, and to 
walk humbly with Go p, doing all they can un- 
der theſe Regulations, both to provide for their 
un, and to promote the Intereſts of Religion and 
the publick Good. 


3. Wes may obſerve again, in the Hiſtory be- 
fore us, that there are times of Favour and Suc- 
ceſs in the World, and there are times alſo of Re- 
proach and . 
Ons. while, Daniel proſpers exceedingly, and 
gains very great Honours and Advantages, both 


for himſelf and his Companions : Another while, 


they are expos'd to the moſt violent Oppoſitions, 
and are thrown into ſuch a State of Neglect and 
Inactivity as to all worldly Affairs, ard hear 
nothing of them for many Years togethþr. 80 


| Nebuchadnezzar, in one vp of his Life, was 
n another ſeven Years 


grown and become flrong : 
of it, he was caſt out from all Dominion, and A 


abaſe. ch. iv. 37 


9 5 C1 - 9 2 
"RISE" ESL 8 
b OCT SEG = N 
þ by LEN i — 1 
f r ET Yn Ld 


With Regard to particular Perſons. 13 


came more ſavage and brutiſh than ever any Man 
beſide, that has been heard of: After this, he 


was reſtor'd to his Throne and Honours again; 


and in all, he was taught, not only to acknowledge 
the King of Heaven, but to praiſe, extol, and ho- 
nour him, all whoſe Yorks are Truth, and his Ways 
Judgment, and thoſe that walk in Pride he is able to 

1 Hls ſhould teach Men Humility and Caution in 
times of Favour and Succeſs; that they do not 
value themſelves too much, nor promiſe them- 
ſelves a certainty of things going on in ſuch a Courſe. 
They ſhould not carry it vainly, fo as to ſhew an 
irreligious Spirit and neglect of Go p; or encou- 
rage themſelves in any contemptuous provoking Be- 
haviour toward their Neighbours. But, as thoſe 
that conſider the Times may change before they are 
aware, they ſhould act ſo, as not to be confounded in 
themſelves, or give Occaſion to the Inſults of o- 


thers, when the Tables are turn'd. 


Wx may allo learn Patience and Hope in times 
of Reproach and Unſucceſsfulneſs. Go D can 
make rheſe very ſerviceable to the Improvement 
of our Minds, and he can clear up all in our Fa- 
vour again, and direct to further Advantages of 
Life, if they may be good for us. So that let 
our Circumſtances be what they will, we have al- 
ways Occaſion either to rejoice in the Mercy of 
Gop, or at leaſt, to hope in it. But that leads 
me to add 05 


4. ThERR are Seaſons of Diſire/s of Mind, and 
of ſeeking earnefily to GoD; and there are times of 
Light and Comfort, and rejoicing in Gon. 

Thus Daniel we find, one while, ſummoning 
his Companions to join with him in 4e/rivg Mer» 
cies of the Gop of Heaven; being in Darkne(s 
and Fear, and at a Loſs as to what might befal them 
Another while, he is being Gon, that gives * 
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14 - The Change of Times conſidered 
dom and Knowledge, and reveals Secrets, and ze- 
joicing in his Light. Nebuchadnezzar loſes all the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon and Thought, for ſome Years; 
and then again, he Jifis up his Eyes to Heaven, 
and his Underſtanding returns to him. David of- 
ten ſpeaks of Gop's changing the Times, in this 
manner, with him. In my Proſperity I ſaid, I ſhall 
never be moved; Thou did'ſt hide thy Face, I was 
troubled. On the contrary, in another Place he 
ſays, He poured out his Complaint, and when his 
Spirit was overwhelmed within him, GoD knew 
his Path; from this Darkneſs he looks to Go p's 
dealing bountifully with him, Pal. cxlii. 3, 7. 
Theſe Seaſons ſhould teach us to honour a wiſe 
and good Gop by truſting in him, and waiting 
for him, in the moſt 4i/fre/sful Hours And to be 


very active Servants for his Cauſe, and do all we 


can to propagate the Joys and Comforts of his Ser- 
vice, in times of Light and Mercy, and clearer 
Diſcoveries of things. We ſhould endeavour to 
credit Religion, by ſhewing the ſtrong Supports, 
and the wiſe Counſels it yields, in a time of Di- 
ſtreſs and Danger; and by ſhewing its Pleaſures 
and Triumphs, in times of Go p's ſignal Appear- 
ance to us and for us: We ſhould then fetch in 
all our brighter and more comfortable Ways of 


thinking, to recommend Religion, and Devotion, 


to thoſe about us. 


57. Tris Hiſtory leads us to obſerve, that there 
are Times of being brought to the very Gates of Death, 
and there are times of Reſtoratßion and Deliverance. 

Tk Sentence of Death, we find once and a- 
gain paſs d upon Daniel and his Friends; but Go 


That raiſeth the Dead, deliver'd from that Death 


to which they were condemn'd. He fav'd in the 
Fiery Furnace, and in the Lions Den; and wrought 
moſt wonderful Deliverances, by bringing our of 
in unouch'd.. - 
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With Reſpect to KiNeDoMs. 15 
So in other Caſes, When good Men have been 
under a Sentence of Death, both in their own Ap- 
prehenſions, and the Thoughts of all about them, 
Go has deliver'd from thoſe Diſtempers which 
appear'd mortal, and from thoſe Dangers out of 
which there ſeem'd to be zo way for eſcape. 

Tris ſhould teach us to look upon our Afflicti- 
ons and Dangers as not coming by chance, or riſing 
out of the Duſtʒ but order'd as to the Time, and 
meaſur'd as to the Weight and Duration of chem, 
by Gop. We ſhould, therefore, make him our 
Truſt and Help in all times of Sickneſs, and under 
the Apprehenſions of Death. We ſhould look 
upon him as the Gop of Salvation, thro* our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : //bo deliver'd us (ſays the Apo- 
tle to the Corinthians) from ſo great 4 _ _ 
Death, and does deliver, in whom we truſt 10 
. Moſt cer- 
tainly he will deliver, either from dying, or by 
to whom there is no Condemnation. Sony bo 

 FourTHER, we ſhould learn from every merciful 
Reſtoration and Deliverance, to devote our renew'd 
Lives to GoD, in a Courſe of ne Obedience. 


Now conſidering the Life of Man as ſubje& 
to all theſe Changes, and that all of us either have 
known, or may come to know, ſuch variety of 
Times and Seaſons, we ſhould improve this Con- 
ſideration to ourſelves all the Ways we can. Bur I 
muſt omit, at preſent, what I had thought to ſay 
for the further Application of this Head, that I 
may paſs on to the other View of our Text. 


II. To conſider the Words before us, as they. 
refer to States and Kingdoms in general. | 

In God's reyealing to Daniel the Dream o 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the Interpretation of * 
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16 The Change of Times conſidered 


| hada View of the Riſe, and Fall, of ſeveral Kings 


and Kingdoms on the Earth. He ſaw the Glory 
and Strength of one, the Weakneſs and mean 
Condition of another. He ſaw the Wiſdom and 
Succeſs of the publick Adminiſtrations at one 
time, with the Darkneſs and divided State of 
Counſels and Managements at another time. He 
ſaw one Kingdom, as it were, a Head of Gold; 
and another that roſe up, inferior to it; and a third, 
that is compar'd to Bra/s ; and a fourth, that was 
as Iron, but mix'd with Clay, partly ſtrong, and 


partiy braten. The Time will not allow our go- 


ing into the Explication of theſe things; and my 
preſent Subject only requires, that we obſerve the 
particalar Inſtances of Go p's changing the Times 
and Seaſons with reference to thoſe different Mo- 
narchies, and Governments that are in the World. 


1. II is obſervable, that the KinGs which 
reign from time to time, are removed, or ſet up, 
by the over- ruling Providence of Goos. 

This follows immediately upon its being ſaid, 
that Gop changeth the Times and the Scaſons; 
He removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. From 
whence weare not only to conclude, that good Prin- 
ces are of Go p, but thoſe that are baje and evil 
may, for a time, be raiſed up to ſerve the wiſe Pur- 

ſes of Heaven; and to lead the Nations to the 

nowledge of Gop, by what is ſometimes or- 

dain'd to come upon ſuch Rulers. This is fully 
expreſs d in the 4th Chapter of this Prophecy, at 
the 17th Verſe. Where it is expreſly ſaid, that the 
Calamities appointed to Nebuchadneggar, were 
ſent for this very end; 7o the Intent the living may 
know that the moſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of 
Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will, and ſet- 
teih up over it the bateft of Men. This is further 


exemplified in the vile Character, and dreadful End 


of Belſhazzar, in the 5th Chapter of this _— 
5 | us 


of Ree. =. 
RFC 57. 4 Js 
e 


* 


With Reſpect to KI NE DO MS. 17 


Thus Kings are changed; and the bad, as well as 
the good, are removed, or ſet up, as the wile Pur- 
zoſes of Go p are differently to be ſerved by them, 

or upon them. 8 


2. HE changeth the Seaſons under their re- 


ſpective Adminiſtrations, as to the Light and Proſ- 


perity, or the Darkneſ5 and Calamities that ſhall 
attend their Reigns. 

THe Fear of Gop will make thoſe that rule o- 
ver Men, to be juſt and merciful, as the Light of 
the Morning when the Sun riſeth, even a Morning 
without Clouds; as the tender Graſs ſpring- 
ing out of the Earth by clear ſhining af- 
ter Rain. On the other hand, Pride, 
enſuality, and Idolatry, will darken a Prince's 
Reign, and bring Miſery upon a People. Theſe 
things produce perſecuting Laws, and for want 
of the Fear of Gop, they run all into Tyranny 


2 Sam. 
xxiii. 4. 


and Oppreſſion: As the Hiſtory of the Reigns in 


this Prophecy ſadly proves. Such Abominations 
and Vices are encouraged, by this means, and ſuch 
vile Affections are raiſed, as provoke Go to ſend 
grievous Judgments. The Times and Seaſons are 
changed under the Kings that are ſet up, accord- 
ing to their good, or ill Adminiſtration. | 


3. THE Riſe and Fall of Empires and Govern= 
ments themſelves, are, hereupon, order'd and over 
ruld by G op. 

Tus it has come to paſs, that the chief 
Seat of Power and Dominion has been re- 
moved from one Part of the World to another. 
And after a Race of Kings in one Empire is ex- 


tinct, and the Government itſelf entirely fails, ano- 


ther Empire is ſet up, and has its ſucceſſive Mo- 
narchs for another Period of Time; and then, that 
allo, has yielded to ſome new rais'd Dominion. 
Thus Daniel ſaw the * Empire flouriſh- 
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18 The Change of Times conſidered. 


ing for a while, and then yielding to the Medo- 
Perſian. He foreſaw the Perſian ſink ing, and giv- 
ing Way to the Grecian; and the Grecian ſucceed- 
ed by the Roman. He foreſaw allo the utter De- 
ion of the Jewiſh Kingdom; and many o- 
ther leſſer Kingdoms might be mention'd, which 
are entirely diſſolved and loſt, as well as that; tho 
none under ſuch Circumſtances of Ignominy and 
Diſgrace. Thus God changeth the Times and 
Seaſons, by the Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms, as well 
as by removing and ſetting up Kings. 


4. God's ordering all theſe Changes ſhould be 
confider'd, with reſpect to Religion, and the Ad- 
vancement of his SoN's Kingdom and Glory. 

THarT which was foretold ſhould begin under 
the Roman Empire, is deſcribed further, as con- 
tinuing and growing, throughout all ſucceeding 
Ages. It is repreſented, Verſe 44th of the Chap- 


ter, where the Text is, after the following man- 


ner: In the Days of theſe Kings, ſhall the Go p of 
Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, which ſhall not be de- 
ſtroy'd; and the Kingdom ſhall not be left to other 
People; but it ſhall break in pieces, and conſume all 
theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever. | 
WHATEVER Blaſphemies may be uttered by the 


Pope, and his Adherents, concerning Chriſt's ha- 


ving a viſible Succeſſor here on Earth, to exerciſe 
Dominion, and to lord it over his Heritage; the 
Scripture declares very expreſly, that when the 
God of Heaven ſhall ſet up his Kingdom, it ſhall 
not be left to Succeſſors, and given up to the Ma- 
nagement of others, as the earthly Kingdoms be- 
fore deſcribed, were. No Words can be plainer 
and ſtronger than thoſe, The Kingdom ſhall not be 
left to other People; that is, neither to any ſuc- 
ceſſive Monarchs, nor to any Synods, and Combi- 
nations of Men; but as the King himſelf lives, 
and is ſeated on his Throne, he keeps the 4 * 
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With Reſpect to our own Nation. T9 
law- giving, judging Power in his own Hand, and 
none ſhall be able to deſroy it Lea tis farther 
faid, that the breaking to Pieces of other King- 
doms, and the conſuming of them, is ordered for 
the Enlargement and Eſtabliſhment of the King- 
dom of CHRIST, which ſhall ſtand for ever. 
THEsE Things may admit of very great and uſe- 
ful Enlargement in Jour own Thoughts; but I 
muſt not dwell upon them any further, ſave only 
by bringing what is ſaid ro our own Caſe and 
ircumſtances in this Kingdom. 


Tre APPLICATION of theſe Words, as they 
refer to Kingdoms and Nations in General, may 
be in the following Inferences. 

1. WE may learn from what has been ſaid, to 
whom we owe that Change of the Times, which 
we are led to think of oz this Day 

THe 20th of O#ober is a Day diſtinguiſhed, in 


our Calendar, for the CoRoNATION of his pre- 


ſent Majeſty. A happy Day for this City, and 
this Kingdom, that the Crown was placed on ſo 
wile, and good, and experienced a Head; and 
that, in ſo critical a Seaſon, when a few Months 
delay might have thrown us into ozher Hands, or at 
leaſt have occaſioned great Broils and Bloodſhed ro 
ſecure the preſent Settlement. When we think 
how many Popiſo Families are ſet aſide to make 
Way for the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover; 
and conſider the Power and Intereſt of thoſe Fami- 
lies in Europe; together with all the Arts, and Plots, 
and Riches of Rome, which has openly avowed the 
Cauſe of the King's Enemies; it muſt be owned, 
that a Crown /o placed is directed by the Hand of 
Heaven. | | 

IN the Advancement of King GEORGE, we 
have a joyful Proof of Gop's ſetting up the be/ 
of Kings; as at other Times there have been fad 


Inſtances of the %% of Princes and Rulers being 
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20 The Change of Times conſidered 


fet over us. This Nation hath as. much Reaſon 
to take Notice, of Go p's changing the Times 
and Seaſons in this Reſpect, as any Nation upon 
Earth. Our Changes have been very frequent, and 
very great, from one Extreme to another. And 
on ſome Occaſions they have proved very /udden ; 
the molt amazing Revelutions being brought a- 
bout, as if ove Nation had vaniſhed, and another 
been born in a Day. 


-, Wnrar Times of War and Confuſion! of Ty- 


ranny and Perſecution! of Tumult and Rebellion! 
have torn and affiicted this Land? And on the 
other Hand, what Times of Peace and good Or- 
der! of Toleration and Mercy ! of Triumph and 
Proſperity! have healed and revived us again? 
How have we been /ifzed up, and craft down, in this 


very Reign? What deſperate Adventures were 


made to change the Times, by contriving Me- 
thods to enrich ſome of the baſeſt of Men, and 
to enſnare ſome of the moſt cautious and wary 
Ir is an amazing Thing, that under a Prince of 
ſo much Szeadine/s, MWiſdom, and Goodneſs, any 
ſhould dare to have practiſed fuch Frolicks, ſuch 
Robbery : And *ts aſtoniſhipg that ſo many ſut- 
fering Perſons and Families, have yielded to their 
Calamities with ſo much Patience as they haye 
done. How wonder fully hath a wiſe Providence 
conducted all theſe Changes, that they have nei- 
ther deſtroyed our Civil Conſtitution, nor the Pro- 
teſtant Religion? Grant it, Almighty Go Db ! that 
no ſuture Changes may ever deſtroy zbe/e. 


2. We learn from the Subject before us, that 
the removing and ſetting up of Kings, is a Matter 


to be obſerved and ſpoken of by the ZYorfſhippers 


of Gp, as well as by the Politicians and Men 


- * 


of this World. 

Tris is not to be looked upon, as if we were 
Exercifing our ſelves in Things too bigh for us; 
or 
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With Reſpec to aur own” Nation. 21 
or as if it were a Matter wholly oat of our Pro- 
vince, when we are in a Place of Worthip, to ſpeak 
of theſe mighty Acts of him we adore. Let theſe 
Things be kept only for ſpecial Occaſions, and 
then the Scripture allows, and directs us, to turn 
our Thoughts this Way. In the Hiſtory of Ha- 
z] there are Records of the Times under the Reign 
of their Princes, according to what happened to 
the Nation in general, and to the ſeveral Parts of 
it diſtinctly. (1 Chron. xxix. laſt.) Not only the 
Ads and Reign of David were written, but the 
Times that went over him, and over Iſrael, and over 
all the Kingdoms of the Countries. Thus the Pro- 
phet teaches us in our Text: So does the P/al- 
miſt allo in the Ixxv** P/alm, to take this into our 
Devotions, when we are acknowledging and praiſ- 
ing Gop: Namely, that Promotion cometh neither 
from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the 
South But God is the Judge; he putteihß Ps. lxxv. 


down one, and ſetteth up another. 6, 5. 


Ir we look back to thoſe Reigns, which have 
come within the Obſervation and Memory of ſe- 
veral here preſent, we mult celebrate the //7/dom 
of Gop and his Might, (as our Context teaches us 
to do) in the Change of Kings, as well as of Times. 
Much of Go p, hath appeared, in communicating 
Knowledge tro Men, and in revealing deep and ſecret 
Things, for the Removal of one, and the Advance» 
ment of another. | 

How ſtrange a Providence was there, in a Po- 
piſb Prince being fer upon the Throne, about 40 
Years ago? How effectually did the Meaſures then 
taken raiſe a general Abhorrence of Pepery, when 
it was making ſuch haſte to ſeize or to overthrow 
all before it? A Time of very great Affliction and 
Miſery that was, The Laws that ſhould have 
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prevented our Grievances, and Parliaments that 
only could remedy them, were both thrown aſide; 
Liberty and Property were loſt, and every Thing 
dear to Engliſhmen and Proteſtants laid at Stake. 
In a few Years, this Storm blew over: And 
King James, ſhamefully leaving his Throne and 
Kingdom to ſhift for themſelves 3; the Prince of 
Orange, who was univerſally welcomed as a Savi- 
ezr in the Day of Diſtreſs, was alſo made Sove- 
reigu upon our Deliverance; and was declared right- 
Ful and lawful King according to the Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom. A general Satis fact ion and Hap- 
ineſs enſued, in ſetting the Crown upon the Head 
of this great Deliverer. Then the Nation revived 
and flouriſhed again under the wiſe and healing 
Adminiſtrations of King WILLIAM, together 
with thoſe of his amiable Partner Queen M a Rv. 
Bux after the Joy for ſuch a Deliverance had a 
lirtle ſpent it ſelf, how ſoon did the Clouds begin 
to gather again? Every Thing was contrived that 
might obſtruct our Happineſs, when thoſe Princes 
were moſt ſollicitous to promote a compleat Set- 
tlement of Things, upon a truly Chriſtian and Pro- 
teſtant Foundation; and the moſt amazing Oppo- 
ſitions were raiſed, againſt the kindeſt and great- 
eſt Deſigns, formed by thoſe generous Friends to 
Religion and Mankind. 
IN thus purſuing the Things that made for 
Peace, and for the Nation's more laſting Proſpe- 
rity, the beſt of Qu EENs reſigned her Sceptre 
and her Breath; anda KING that was the Glory 
of Europe, lived only to double the Years of her 
ſhort Reign, and to fix that Succeſſion to the 
Crown in which we now rejoice, and then He al- 
ſo returned to his Earth; and many of the wiſe 
Thoughts and Projects of thoſe great Princes dyed. 
with them. 
AFTER their Deceaſe, another Prince aroſe, un- 
der whom the Nation enjoyed great Quiet and 
HFappi- 
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Happineſs for ſeveral Vears at home; and ten Cam- 


paigns, not to be matched in Hiſtory, roll'd on with 


vaſlly great and uninterrupted Succeſs in Wars a- 
broad; and Fame ſounded its Trumpet loud, to 
publiſh thro' the World, the Glory of the Bri- 
ziſþ Counſels and the Britiſh Arms. When —— 
all on a ſudden, an unaccountable Storm aroſe ; 
Houſes were battered, Places of Worſhip burnt, 
our Quiet was loſt, our Succeſſes ſtopp'd, and the 
Voice of Fame was drowned, by the Clamours of 
Faction, the Hiſſings of Envy, and the Bellowings 
of Pride and Falſhood. I ſhould add particularly, 
that a mighty Noiſe of the Church's Danger eccho'd 
from Place to Place, with a Multitude of other 
Chimæra's, which Jealouſy and Super ſtition had 
forged and cheriſhed, to darken the Times, and to 
bring about a Scheme of Things which has ſince 
been expoſed to publick View. The Reports of 
Parliament, and the Tryals of State Criminals, 


have unfolded to us that Myſtery of Iniquity, which 


was then working. | 

Ar this lowering threatning Juncture, Queen 
ANNE was removed by Death; and her Crown 
and Throne given to his preſent MAI EST x; con- 
cerning whom, and our Happineſs in his Advance» 
ment, I have ſpoken already. | 

Soo after this, another Remove of a grand 
Monarch was made in a neighbouring Nation; and 
a young King was ſet up, under the Crore 
of one who proved a mighty Friend to the Houle 
of Hanover, and peculiarly ſerviceable to the Peace 
and Proſperity of this Kingdom, by his diſcove- 
ring the ſecret Conſpiracies and Attempts that 
were formed to break in upon us. We may here 
alſo mention, the unaccountable Shiftings of a 
Crown in another Kingdom, which probably is 
ordered in Mercy to us, ſtill to break concerted 
Meaſures, and to ſet the Thoughts of ſome Men to 
work afreſh in laying Foundations, who might o- 
on TM therwiſe 
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therwiſe become very troubleſome to all Europe 
in raiſing a Szperrufyre. I cannot forbear re- 

eating the Words of our Prophet again, in this 
Place; Bleſſed be the Name of Gop for ever and 
ever, who thus changeth the Times, and the 
Seaſons, removing Kings, and ſetting up Kings ; 
and doing this throughout the Earth, (in one 
Kingdom, as well as another) that he may fulfil 
all his Pleaſure. | 


3. WE ſhould learn from what has been ſaid, 
t look and pray for the Advancement of Religion, and 
4 Redeemer”s Intereſt, by all theſe Changes. 
To theſe the Gop of Heaven has a principal 
Regard, in all that comes to paſs ; as the lat- 
ter end of the Chapter where our Text is, ex- 
preſly declares. And whether e diſcern the ten- 
dency of things to promote the Kingdom of 
Chrift in the World, or not; yet certain it is, 
that this Kingdom ſhall, at laſt, prevail above all o- 
ther Kingdoms; and it ſhall be firmly eſtablith'd, 
when they are broken to pieces. If therefore, we 
look, and pray, as we ought to do, for the Ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of Go p among Men, 
we then fall in with the Meaſures and Aims of 
Heaven, and can't be finally diſappointed, as they 
will be who look no higher than the Kingdoms 
of this Earth. | 
Gtve me leave to add further, that every one of 
us, in our Stations, and according to our Abili- 
ties, ſhould endeavour to make the 5 imes, in which 
we live, as ſerviceable as we can, to promote Re- 
ligion, and the Honour of our. great Lo RD. 
Times of Peace and Plenty, (as ours now are) 
ſhould be improved in deviling things for the 
Good of others, as well as for lengthening our 
own Tranquility. „ 
MEN of Power and Prudence, would do well 
to beſtir themſelves, in ſuch a favourable Seaſon 
5 as 
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With Reſpect to RELIGION. 25 


as this, to get thoſe things removed, which are 
found by Experience to divide and weaken the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, but are of no manner of Ser- 
vice to preſerve us from the Practices of our com- 
mon Enemies. Very great things are already done 
for our Settlement, and Proſperity; and they de- 
ſerve our Notice. Faction is quell'd; Rebellions 
are ſuppreſs d; Contentions of all kinds, are frown'd 
upon, and put to Shame; falſe Cries and Clamours 
are detected, and many Refuges of Lies are {wept 
away z Perſecution, and Superſtition, are now both 
of them diſcountenanc'd ; Plots and Conſpiracies 
are diſclos'd, fo as not eaſily to be form'd afreſh ; 
Liberty and Property are ſecur'd; many have 
found their Account in the Revival of Trade 
and Credit; The Legiſlative Powers, (I mean the 
King, and his Nobles, and Commons) are perfect- 
ly united, and have a ſettled good Underſtanding 
with each other : And is not this a fit Seaſon to 
take down, what is known to be a ſtanding Wall 
of Partition and Separation amongſt the peaceful 
and well - affected Subjects of this Realm? Would 
it not be of Service in the Kingdom of the Gop 
of Heaven, to do this, as well as a confirming 
and ſtrengthening the Kingdom in the Houſe of 
his preſent Majeſty? The Men of //achar were 
famous of old, for their underſtanding the Times ; 
and happy is that People, who are bleſſed with 
ſuch, that not only know how to ſpeculate, and 
talk well of them, but alſo how to promote what 
is fit to be done in them. 1 Chron. Xl. 32. 

To draw to a Cloſe ; all good Men ſhould im- 
prove the preſent peaceful Seaſon, in doing what 
they can to propagate the Knowledge of Gop, 
and true Religion; and to promote a Reformation 
of Manners ; fince it is expreſly threaten'd againſt. 
them that do wickedly, that they ſhall be conſumed, 
both they and their King. 1 Sam: xii. 17. 
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26 Te Change of Times improv'd 


IN ſuch Times of Proſperity, liberal Souls ſbould 
be deviſing liberal things; and a Scaſon of ſo much 
Mercy and Plenty, as the preſent, ſhould be im- 
prov'd, by abounding in all Ads of Mercy and 
Goodneſs, as proper Occaſions offer. | 


AmoNG other good Works, there is one thing 
that I am now to recommend to you, in a parti- 
cular Manner; that is, your contributing to the 
Support of a Cbarity- School in Gravel-Lane, in 
Southwark. They have been us'd, on this Anni- 
verſary of the King's Coronation, to have a Ser- 
mon, and Collection, in former Years: I hope they 
will not fare the worſe, for caſting themſelves up- 
on the Benevolence of thoſe who attend this 
Lecture. | | i 


The State of the School, as it now ſtands, is this. 


It was begun in the Tear 1687. And from 
that Date, it appears to be- one of the 
firſt Schools of this Nature, that was 
el up. The Number of Scholars was 
then 40; afterward encreasd to 50; 
aud now is about 100. They are taught 
to read, write, and cypher : And are 
alſ inſtructed in the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, by their learning the 
Aﬀfemblies Catechiſin. Objects are re- 
ceiued as ſuch, without diſtinction of 
P rviee, the general Good ng intend; 
e 


ed. Ir is ſtuated in one of the pooreſt 


en 
Malermen, aud Fiſhermen, whoſe Chil. 
dren would ſcarce be taught theſe things, 
were they not provided for in this nw 

2 . A. e 


OR Os * 
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and Catechiſms given them; and ſume 
e put: aut to Trades: Andit is the ear- 
Deere of the Managers, that it may 
become a yet more mtire and compleat 


Tas larger your Contributions are, at theſe pub- 
lick Collections, the better will the poor Children 
fare. More of them may be put out Apprentice 


a Charge or a Nuiſance to it, as too many arè. 
I confeſs to me it appears needful in theſe Charities, 
| after the Inſtructions of a School, to put the 
Children into ſome Way to make a good Uſe of 
thoſe Inſtructions. It is this that crowns the Cha- 
rity. Thoſe who are of theſe Sentiments will, I 
hope, be the more liberal in their Contributions. 
THERE are two Arguments I would leave with 
you, taken from the Subject I have been upon, to 
excite your Liberality. 5 : 
Tre firſt is; That, ſince Changes are ſo fre- 
quent both in publick and private Affairs, every 
one ſhould be glad to do Good while he hath it in 
the Power of his Hand, not knowing how ſoon 


may not have ſuch favourable Opportunities here- 
after, or we may not have ſuch . Ability for Works 
; of this Nature, as we have at prefent. Eccles. 
n of xi. 2. Give a Portion to Seven, and alſo to Eight, 
tend- or thou knoweſt not what Evil ſhall be upon the 
goreſt Earth. If any Evil ſnould come, it will be a very 
7 r great Satisfaction and Comfort to think, that in a 
Chi ]. Time of Eaſe and Proſperity, we were always rea- 
dy to miniſter to the Neceſſ 


os ities o others: We 
may then reaſonably hope that others will be ready 
8 ro 
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the Times and Seafons may alter for the worſe. We 


wo Je 


The Schelars have Bibles, Teftamants* | 
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into ſober Families, or afliſted in ſome Way to be- = 
come ſerviceable to the Publick, inſtead of being 


* 12 
2323 


— 
. 


"_- — 


ä — — — —— 
— — — 
— — — — 0 


2 
— 52'S — * 
*:* = ve —_ — Iz 
— I * — —_— 
a art ES 
— 


7 
. 
1 
4 
[i 
th 
A 
0 4 . 
iy 


{ *+4_ 5. $4 
— * 
1 1 * 7 


8 
W 


3 5 . 36. 36 = c 
=»? NH Wk "= 
». 


28 The Change of Times confidered &c. 


to miniſter to ac. This, however, we are ſure of, 
That there is a Reward with Gap. 
Tu other Argument is; to conſider ſeriouſly 
our preſent Advantages, in Go p's changing the 
Times as at this Day. By all the Bleſſings that 
you enjoy under the preſent Government,” andall 
the Calamities you have eſcaped in being delivered 
from other Hands, you are called upon to make 
ſuch Acknowledgments as theſe to G B. Our Gra- 
titude ſhould not be in Word and Copliment 
only, but in Deed and in Truth. If our Works 
of Charity on theſe Occaſions could be brought to 
bear a Proportion with what is ſpent in other Ways 


of rejoycing, how much Good might every ſuch 


Day produce? Whilſt others ſpend freely in their 
ſinful Exceſſes, let us communzcate cheartully for 
the Relief of thoſe who are T: reſent Meſſen- 
gers of Providence to ſolicit our help, 


Now may he that changeth the Times and Sea- 
ſons accept our Service, and continue and in- 

creaſe our Bleſſings : But may we alſo be pre- 
pared for the Loſs of them, and for parting 
with them whenever Go p , ſhall ſo require : 
And may we be ſa happy as to find all Things 
working for our Good, hr Jesus CHRIST 
E 

To him be Clory for ever. Amen 
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